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U.S: faces
dllemma m
court case

By Mlke Boehm
. mmm ‘Nowe s«m

| WEST PALM BEACH, Fla. - Feder.

al officials will have to decide svhich

xs more imporiant to.the US.. govern- - i
ent: keeping. classified: informananj:
secret -or-pringing . a. retired Air"
Force geneml”to mal on ctm‘gwoi'

embezzlemem.

{ Prosecutors may not ‘be able 1o do ‘

bolh ‘now that a‘judge has ruled that
Gen. Richard B.Collins hasa right to
brmg secret information to hght in
bis defense..

! Collins, 53,is.accused of funnehng
5445 000 from. secret military .ac-
counts -into his.Swiss bank accounts
before he retired in 1978, .

! The general, a.resident-of Fort Lau-
derdale said classified documents

and other secret information would

show that he was not-stealing the

money but was carrying -out his as- .

Signment as manager of funds is used

Yo bankroll CIA and military mtell;
gence operations in Europe. -
{ Lawyers on both sides conm'med
early this week that:aisealed- order.
issued by US. District: Judge JamesC.
Paine had-allowed-Collins to bring: °
out military secrets in a trial sched-
nled to start July 18 ln West Palm
Beach

“The government ' is given the:
thmoe of making the information
public, or letting the case die and .
pmervxng the secrecy of the.infor-
mation,"” Michael Pasano, a federal
prosecutor involved in the case, said :

’ Monday “Ultimately, that will be de- | ;

cided in Wasmngton by the interest- |
#d agencies and the Department of
fustice.” I

#
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7 *Collins’ 1awyer, Stephen J. Bronis,
ismd “We now bhave the ability to
" défend the case. Im canfxdem we
ban -win ‘either way.” - }

! Paine reviewed the classiﬁed evi;
hence in- Collins' case during s
tlosed hearing last week. “The judge
ﬁ’nled that it is relevant and material -
. pnd necessary for the defense to use'.

L 1t,”‘Bronis said.

-Justice  Department spokesman

: ?ohn ;Russell said be knew of one

pther case " several’ yedrs ago «dn:
hich federal prosecutors dropped’
riminal charges rather-than risk:
posing military secrets..The pase-‘
nvolved an"Air Force lievtenant ac-
used of stealing secretmisﬂe infor~‘
quon. Russell said. S e -
‘Almost all the preu"ial proceedingsg
in the Collins case have been closed-
L keep secret information from com-’
gmg -out: There had beerrspecuianon:

“jhat the-trial ‘might havetobe secret .
:5as well, but.Paine said-Monday that |

Qm Saw. Do grounds for” aclosad-door ,

ot e

‘ There may be 2 way mr&:mns 1o}
bumn a'full defense in’a publicrial |
without exposing some of the secrets.
‘the-government wants nxkeep. said
?asan ‘the. Jusuce Dep&rtmam law~ :

* Classified documems could.be edit-
ed to keep out ‘the names-of secret..
xgems, he said. Information could be .
‘summarized to give jurérsthe gistof -
‘fihe defense’s argument Wﬁhont di-:
.Jvulging secrets.
4. ‘Bur'Bronis said he want’ed\an “‘the
documents and testimony to be pre-
‘sented unchanged-and undiluted.

. & “It'would:ldamage]. the credibility -
{of our‘defense to use watered-down -

nnfox:manon * he said. “We've always
.argnad that the material is not really *
y,top secret anymore. It's more embar-
srassing 10'the- government man an y-
”tmng*else:”"-“ R e :



